Business Meeting of the VACTE

October 21, 2011

Sweet Briar College

The meeting was called to order by H. Jurgen Combs at 9:02 a.m.

Introductory Comments:
Jurgen shared the VACTE website, http://www.vacte.org/ and the location where current meeting information and presenters power points were housed. In addition, with the increased activity of NCTQ, all information collected will be posted on the website in chronological order with the most recent at the bottom.  
A picture of the Thursday evening raffle winners’ table was shown with Jurgen sharing that he had contacted the gaming commission.

A special thank you to the planning committee for their hard work.

Following this was the presentation of the VACTE Officers - and committee chairs:
President:  H. Jurgen Combs, Shenandoah University
Vice President-President Elect:  Diane Simon, Virginia Commonwealth University

Secretary: Thelma Wheeler, University of Richmond
Treasurer:  Marsha Sprague, Christopher Newport
At-Large, Private:  Jim McCrory, Mary Baldwin College
At-Large, Public: Amy Fulcher, George Mason University
Committee Appointments:
VA Educ Coalition Rep:  Cathy Fisher, University of Richmond
VCCS Representative:  Julia Loyd-Tucker
Awards and Scholarships:  Tricia Stohr-Hunt, University of Richmond
ABTEL*:  Cathy Fisher, University of Richmond and Sue Magliaro, Virginia Tech
VACTE rep on the VETAC committee:  John Blackwell, Virginia State University
Immediate Past President: Dr. Phil Wishon, James Madison University
· ABTEL - small school and large school rep to represent both VACTE and ATE-VA.
At the request of members, the possibility of holding future VACTE meetings at different locations was explored.  Sweet Briar remains the most cost effective.  The decision was made to continue to hold VACTE meetings at Sweet Briar for the next few years.  
Thelma Wheeler presented the minutes of the Spring 2011 meeting.  Diane Simon moved for approval and Cathy Fisher seconded the motion.
Continuing with efforts to be green, the minutes will be posted on the website.
Treasurer’s Report:  

Marsha Sprague read the treasurer’s report.  With a beginning balance of $2417.56, deposits of $18, 511.00 and expenses of $813.65, the October 15, 2011 balance is $20, 114.91.  This does not reflect expenses incurred for the fall, 2011 meeting.
This year, VA Community College Career Switchers program was accepted as a member resulting in a membership of 38.
A breakdown of this conference’s expenses will follow.

Marsha has been looking into the possibility to save money.  She has been talking with the Bank of America regarding a reduced fee.

Phil Wishon and Linda Bradley will complete an audit of the books in January.  This is a new and necessary process.

Marsha is also in the process of getting a tax-exempt number.

Treasure’s report was approved by Sandy Brownscombe and seconded by John Blackwell.  The treasure’s report was approved.

Scholarships:  
Tricia Stohr-Hunt spent time during the summer considering streamlining the scholarship process.  Currently, there are four recommendations: looking at a fillable PDF format, submitting essays and recommendations electronically, setting up a secure spot for the files and developing a rubric this fall.  It is anticipated that all information will be to the members by December.  Last spring there were 11 applications received.  With 38 members now, it is hoped that there will be many more applicants for consideration.

Jurgen asked that we bear with Tricia and the committee as we go to part paper and part electronic.  Sufficient time is needed to review the applications, notify the students, and have the winners adapt their schedule in order to be able to attend the spring meeting.

Committee Report:

VEC:  Cathy Fisher reported that the first meeting was held on September 12, 2011.  She explained that the VEC is a consortium of organizations that lobby for education in the state, including the PTA, VEA, VASS, and principals at elementary, middle and high school levels.  A current issue that was discussed is Senate Bill 662 (corrected by David Bailey after the close of the meeting to Senate Bill 652) that addresses head injuries.  Originally it was brought up for discussion because of the focus on injuries in athletics.  Additional discussion was shared about elementary students who may fall while at school and get hurt.  A focus of research is on the chemical changes in the brain; in addition to the physical rest that is encouraged by doctors there is also the need for cognitive rest.  Keep an eye out for the bill and information to be sent to the schools.
Two other topics were discussed: the start day of the school year – before or after labor day and changes to VES and how that will look in the future.  

Old Business:

Elections:  Phil Wishon shared that there were two open positions and they had been filled: Secretary, Thelma Wheeler and Members at Large, Amy Fulcher.

VETAC: John Blackwell stated there is a lot going on in the field of technology and how it is being used in the public schools – specifically the use of ipads and applications.  There is a need for this organization to have a method of distributing information to those who teach technology in the higher education institutes as our graduates need to have the technology competencies and skills necessary to teach the K-12 students.  John asked that each institute send the name and email address of their technology instructors to Jurgen so that an email list could be created. 
Jurgen commented that indeed there is much happening with technology and he appreciates John attending all these meetings.  There are a lot of schools going the ipad route and it makes sense for us to be aware of what is happening so that we educate our students.  Do send the names and email addresses of technology instructors and that list will be added to Google docs.

Closing Remarks:
Fall Conference will be held on October 4 and 5 at Sweet Briar College

Spring Conference will be held on March 29 and 30 at Sweet Briar College.

It is nice to see everyone.  Thank you for your participation.  Thank you to the planning committee for their work.  Register early for the spring conference.

Beth Ackerman shared that the VACEC will have Marilyn French present on November 18 at Liberty College and invited all to attend.

A move to adjourn was given by Tricia Stohr-Hunt and seconded by Cathy Fisher. The meeting adjourned at 9:33 a.m.  
Respectively submitted, 

Thelma Wheeler

