The Florence Elston Inn and Conference Center

Sweet Briar College

Amherst, Virginia 

October 3, 2008
The Virginia Association of Colleges of Teacher Education (VACTE)

Minutes 

The annual business meeting of the Virginia (VACTE) was called to order by the president, Brenda Gilman.  

Minutes (Fall 2007) 

The secretary, Emma Moore Staples, gave highlights of the minutes that had been circulated. The minutes were approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report -Patricia Stohr-Hunt 

Balance in the business checking was $10,946.08. The amount of the Risk-Free CD was 

$30, 587.13. Total funds were $41,533.21. By motion the treasurer’s report was accepted.

Recognition

Recognitions were given to Jurgen Combs for maintaining the website. Patricia Stohr-Hunt and Emma Moore Staples were applauded for their service as treasurer and secretary. 

Virginia Education Coalition (VEC) – Phil Wishon

Cathy Fisher, University of Richmond, is the new VEC representative. Highlights of the last meeting included

· Discussion of proposed funding cuts for schools.

· The Kings Dominion Law- The Southside PTA pleaded that local schools should be able to set their own starting date. 

Cathy asked the membership for topics that impacted higher education.

Scholarships and Awards- Sandi Cohen
The Policymaker, The Lifetime Achievement and the Outstanding Teacher Educator awards will be presented during the spring conference. Nominations are due by February 15, 2009. Sandi encouraged members to serve on the committee. In addition, Sandi announced that there is a state website called ESL- ASAP

(Advancing Student Academic Performance).

Virginia Community College System (VCCS) - Bill Hightower

Bill gave brief updates on the Career Switcher program. He shared the new flyer: Bring Your Passion to the Future: Become a Teacher. The articulation agreement between the community colleges and the teacher education institutions is under revision. 

ABTEL- Carole Grove

Carole explained that ABTEL is the acronym for the Advisory Board of Teacher Education and Licensure. In the last meeting the board looked at programs for approval. No action was taken on the ABC-TE testing services. 

Election of Officers- Carole Grove

The Nominating Committee was chaired by the immediate past president, Carole Grove. According to the bylaws, the president and president-elect assume office in January of the odd years. Phil Wishon will be the president. The office of president-elect is vacant. 

Jurgen Combs’s name was presented.  The floor was opened for nominations. No additional names were presented. It was moved to vote by acclamation. The motion was carried. H. Jurgen Combs, Shenandoah University, will serve as president-elect. 

New Business

Electronic survey will be used to get feedback on the fall and spring conferences. 

Pat Shoemaker and other colleagues will head the project. 

VACTE will contribute $500 to the Virginia Teacher the Year. Phil Wishon will serve as a judge. 

The fall meeting will be September 30, October 1-2, 2009. The spring conference will be April 1-3, 2009. The theme, “Race, Culture and Student Success: Preparing Globally Competent Teachers”, will continue for the spring conference. 

President Gilliam thanked Phil and Sandy Barnes for a successful conference. +

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 a.m.

Emma Moore Staples, Secretary

