The Florence Elston Inn and Conference Center

Sweet Briar College

Amherst, Virginia 

April 4, 2008

The Virginia Association of Colleges of Teacher Education (VACTE)

Minutes 

The annual business meeting of the Virginia (VACTE) was called to order by the president, Brenda Gilman.  

Minutes (Fall 2007) 

The secretary, Emma Moore Staples, gave highlights of the minutes that had been circulated. One correction was noted by the treasurer, Patricia Stohr-Hunt. The balance in the operating treasury was $7,066 instead of $7,065. The minutes were approved with the noted correction.

Treasurer’s Report -Patricia Stohr-Hunt 

Balance in the operating treasury was $7,861.68. There is a $30, 010.43 CD. Total funds were $37,872.21. By motion the treasurer’s report was accepted.

Fall Conference 2008- Phil Wishon 

President –elect Phil Wishon gave tentative plans of the fall conference. 

Theme- “Cultural Diversity and Student Success” 

Virginia Education Coalition (VEC) – Phil Wishon

Phil gave a brief update of the recent meeting. The report was distributed to the membership. The following highlights were noted:

· Dr. Billy Cannaday gave highlights of his upcoming agenda

· Institutions should watch for information on general education/ SPED initiatives. 

Phil feels that the time is right to get a new VACTE representative. Several names were brought to the floor for consideration. Phil will contact Cathy Fisher about assuming this position. It was moved by Sandi Cohen that the length of term for the representative will three years with the opportunity to be re-elected for one additional term. Joan Isenberg seconded the motion. The motion was carried.  

· Budget has been the top concern for P-12 schools. Heavy cuts have taken place in these schools. 

· Andy Stamp, Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS), encouraged the continuation of closed conversation between P-12 and high education institutions. 

· The May meeting will take place in Roanoke.

Scholarships and Awards

Sandi Cohen reported that there were only three scholarship nominees this year. She plans to start putting out the information earlier for the fall conference. 

ABTEL

Carole Grove and Bill Graves are the ABTEL representatives. Carole reported that Faculty of the University of Richmond gave an outstanding presentation of its teacher education program.

Sweet Briar College will present its proposed special education program in April.

On April 12, ABC-TE will showcase its testing program testing series at the ABTEL meeting. This presentation will be in the Koger Centre of Holiday Inn, Richmond, Virginia. 

Special Election

President Gilman explained the current election situation. The secretary, Emma Moore Staples, and the treasurer, Patricia Stohr-Hunt, are finishing unexpired terms. Both agreed to continue serving for a two-year term.  It was moved and seconded that they will each serve two-year terms beginning immediately. The motion was carried.

Day on the Hill  

The president gave highlights of the “Day on the Hill” that was held on December, 17, 2007. This was a good event. Preservice teachers were present from Randolph-Macon College. Hopefully, students from other institutions will be present for the December 2008 event. 

Website

The website is up. Board members will submit the following information for posting:

       Scholarship and awards 

       Past recipients of the Policymaker Award

       Recipients of other awards and their institution   

       Fall Conference information, etc.  

Other Business

· Election of the president–elect will take place at the October meeting.

· The president thanked Dorothy Sluss for planning this meeting. Also, thanks to Sweet Briar for their hospitality. 

· The third annual Institute for School Leaders was announced by Joan Isenberg. The institute will be held on the campus of George Mason University on July 16-17, 2008.  

· The fall meeting dates are October 1-3, 2008.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Emma Moore Staples, Secretary

